sory attention, while a number of undergraduate dissertations mention the activities of this church only in relation to the narrow confines of the communities studied.3 Indeed, the Methodists in Igboland are becoming acutely aware of the lack of their own history. The recent crisis in the church could, in fact, lead to much distortion because conflicts are often fuelled with distorted and validating reconstructions of the past. The other historiographical danger posed is that as the generation of these early years die off, the ` `missionary" accounts of prolific protagonists such as Fred William Dodds will monopolize the "facts".
It is a truism in historiography that sources have a way of dominating perceptions of a problem. Moreover, Dodds was an energetic propagandist par excellence: he wrote several accounts of the enterprise, compiled dictionaries, and contributed regularly to various missionary magazines which were designed to raise money, boost morale and aid recruitment.
As the Secretary to the Home Mission wrote in complimenting him on a series entitled "Piccin's
Page" in the Herald, Your Piccins article is evidently read as your reference to my prickly heat experience has led to a number of questions' and later wondered:
how you get through all your typing and the matters that you send on. I hope that it is correct of you as one of my friends says that he can type three times as fast as he can write-that would explain some things.'
As late as 1929 when Dodds was contemplating retirement, a new Secretary, Eyre, still gushed:
How you get through all your tasks I do not know and where you find time to write an Ibo-English Dictionary puzzles me but I have heard from members of the staff that you can do with half the sleep of an ordinary man.6 6
The history of this early period of the enterprise has in fact been dominated by Dodds's writings. His "Ibo Opening" is a standard text-though still in archival manuscript form. He also wrote "Notes on Early Days in Uzuakoli", which A. J. Fox included in his collection on the history of Uzuakoli.
Fox performed an enter-
